Wirral Chess League

Annual General Meeting

27th July, 2005

8 o’clock at the Electric Social Club, Capenhurst

In attendance:-

B O’Brien, K RWatson, G Heath, R D Picken, E Taylor, J M Harrison, P A Ridley, J McPhillips, 

G B Davies, R Williams, G Bromley, P R Watson, J Nemcek, N Maung, D I Dickson, G K Watson, M Hughes, S Lloyd, M Barrett, Q Dodd, D Farley (21)

1.
Apologies

D Rennie, C Goy

2.
Minutes of the previous AGM

Proposed as a correct record by E Taylor; seconded by D Dickson


Agreed unanimously.

3.
Matters Arising

Brian Davies had been mistakenly included as Brian Davidson in the minutes.

4.
Treasurer’s Report
A grant for £5,000 had been received from Expanding Horizons. Of this £550 had been spent on a junior chess congress. This money has to be kept ring fenced from the rest of the accounts.

The underlying balance had increased slightly and therefore no increase in fees was necessary.

BCF game fee may no longer be necessary for next year’s accounts depending upon the decision later in the meeting upon the Northern Membership Scheme.

The account had been switched from an ordinary account to an Abbey small business account which gave a greater rate of interest. Interest would be apportioned as appropriate between the Expanding Horizon’s money and the remainder of the League’s funds.

The Treasurer’s report and his recommendation were proposed by Q Dodd  and seconded by M Barrett.  Agreed unanimously.

5.
Tournament Controller’s Report
No issues to report. All clubs had been sent league tables and results. There were no questions and the report was accepted nem con.

6.
Format of the League 

G Heath presented this item. There was one less team than the previous year – now 29. 

Taking into account the various ups and downs and teams entering and dropping out the eventual outcome was 9 teams in division 1 and 10 in divisions 2 and 3. This would be reviewed again next year.

7.
Secretary’s Report
Little to report. It would be attempted to get the handbook out earlier and also when information was received it would also be added to the website.

8.
Junior Report
The main activity had been the Wirral Junior Congress which had been a great success. Thanks were given to everyone who had helped to run it and in particular Peter Purland for being controller of the largest section.

Q Dodd asked if longer time controls could be considered which could attract more entries especially from the better juniors. M Barrett suggested a separate elite event as well as the main event.

These would be considered for next year.

9.
Presentation of Trophies
Graham Bromley of Chester had kindly agreed to make the presentations. 

Division 3 winners

-
Chester 3

Division 3 player of the year
-
Chris Goy

Division 2 winners

-
Formby

Division 2 player of the year
-
Duncan Rennie

Division 1 winners

-
Hoylake 1

Division 1 player of the year
-
Dave Tebb

Knockout winners

-
Wrexham

10.
Election of Officers

The Secretary chaired the meeting at this point pending the election of the President.

B O’Brien was proposed by the Committee and seconded by E Taylor. Agreed unanimously.

Then proposed by Q Dodd and duly seconded by D Dickson that the remainder of the Committee be re-elected en bloc. Agreed unanimously.

11.
Draw for Wirral Knockout

A random draw took place :-


Caergwrle
v
Hoylake


Wallasey
v
Buckley Mold


Chester
v
Wrexham


Pensby

v
Capenhurst

12.
Time Control
A motion from Frodsham Chess Club (included with the agenda)

“That in all Wirral League and Cup Games, players should have 1½ hours to complete all their moves with no intervening time control.”
This was seconded by D Dickson.

A discussion about the pros and cons of this took place. The general view seemed to be that we had only recently changed to the present time control arrangements and perhaps it was too soon to change again without giving the existing system a reasonable run. A vote was taken (1 vote per club)

For the motion -
2 


Against the motion -
8


The motion was defeated.

13.
Northern Membership Scheme

Motion from the Committee (included with the agenda) following the introduction of the Northern Membership Scheme (NMS)

“That players expecting to play in the Wirral Chess League shall join the Northern Membership Scheme or have other BCF Membership. Occasional players who are not in the Scheme may be asked to pay game fee at the end of the season.”
The pros and cons of this were discussed. Matters were made easier because leagues that a lot of Wirral players were also involved in (eg Chester & District and Merseyside) had already adopted the Scheme.

It was agreed that members of the Welsh Chess Union would not be expected to join the NMS.

A vote was taken (1 vote per club) resulting in 9 for and 1 abstention. The motion was carried.

14. Any Other Business
Further discussion took place about the structure of the leagues depending upon whether Wrexham would be able to identify a captain. Proposed by J McPhillips and seconded by R D Picken that G Heath be given to resolve the matter when the facts emerged. Agreed unanimously.

M Barrett asked that because Formby would generally have greater distances to travel now that there were in the 1st Division whether other clubs would consider playing at an intermediate venue, eg Wallasey. G Bromley offered Chester facilities on Tuesdays a if that helped. B O’Brien stated that this was a matter for Formby to resolve with the other clubs not something that the AGM could rule on.

D Dickson advised everyone of the chess event the following year – the Chester Charity Congress – 29th & 30th July 2006 at the Freemasons Hall, Christleton.. £3,000 total prize fund.

The meeting closed at 9.31 pm.

